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President’s letter continued from page 1

In addition to fantastic events, we’ve worked hard to bring our members increased ways to connect with people and grow their networks. We have spotlight speakers, meeting attendee listings, an online membership directory corporate sponsorships, and a newly launched website – being a member has NEVER been so easy or rewarding!

We recognize that 2009 will bring many changes to the financial industry. Some of which, we can easily recognize; and some that may take us by surprise. Now more than ever, our faith and the relationships we build with others are what will sustain us in these unpredictable times.

We’re women, helping women – now, more than ever.

As we begin this New Year, we want to sincerely thank the 2008 board for all of their efforts and we’re excited about working together as we plan for our future, expanding everyone’s opportunities to achieve success.

Join us in February for another extremely timely topic, “On Ramping and Off-Ramping your Career.” Bring guests (women in finance or otherwise) who may need to hear this topic – this will be one NOT to miss!

See you in February!

Warmest Regards, 

Susan 

THANK YOU TO OUR 2009 CORPORATE SPONSORS
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To find out about our Corporate Sponsorship program, please contact the Communications Committee or 

visit our website at www.wfedallas.org.

[image: image6.wmf]SAVE THE DATE – 8TH ANNUAL WFE CHARITY GOLF TOURNAMENT[image: image7.wmf]
Monday, April 27th, 2009

Glen Eagles Country Club in Plano
Highlight your company with a Sponsorship!  Currently we are offering:

TWO FREE HOLE SPONSORSHIPS
if your company becomes a Dinner, Drink, or Platinum Sponsor 

and

ONE FREE HOLE SPONSORSHIP
for a Gold level Sponsorship.

Our current Sponsors include:
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Thanks to our sponsors for their continued support!

For additional information on sponsorship and registration please visit our website at www.wfedallas.org or contact Melinda Fricke at mfricke@crestmark.com.  We hope to see you all at the golf course April 27th!

PICTURES FROM THE CHRISTMAS PARTY!
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Thanks again to Deanna Walker for hosting

MEET a new board MEMBER, 

Carolyn Beebe is from San Antonio, Texas and went to UT for college.  She majored in finance and worked in Austin for a few years before moving to the Dallas area.  She currently works as a commercial lender for Frost Bank at their Addison location.  She has worked for Frost in the Dallas area for almost nine years. 

Frost Bank (CFR) is traded on the New York Stock Exchange and has been doing business in Texas since 1868.  During a year in which financial institutions across the US announced staggering losses, Frost Bank delivered solid performance for FYE 2008.  In uncertain times, when people seek safety and quality, Frost is often that safe haven.  For over 140 years, Frost has thrived by delivering real value to its customers. Good referrals for Carolyn include any business owners located in Dallas in need of lending or depository services for their company.

Carolyn joined WFE about six years ago and is already enjoying being more connected to the organization through her first year as Co-Chair of the Communications Committee in 2009.  A few questions with Carolyn Beebe:  

     
What are your hobbies and interests?  I enjoy playing tennis (in nice weather), reading historical fiction novels, entertaining, art, visiting friends and family, continually learning new things, and traveling just about anywhere.  One of my New Year’s resolutions this year is to go to a hot yoga class once a week.  So far, it has been enjoyable and a good stress reliever!  I am also trying to learn French so I take French classes in the evenings through Alliance Francaise.  

     
Do you have any favorite sports? I am a huge tennis fan.  My favorite tennis tournament is Wimbledon.  I’d like to see the US, French, and Australian Open tournaments in person sometime in my lifetime.  I am also trying to become a “respectable” golfer.  It is much harder for me than tennis, though.      


What are some of your favorite books or movies?  I like most movies.  I tend to go to the movies the most around the holidays.  Recently, I have enjoyed watching The Curious Case of Benjamin Button and The Reader.  I am in a book club and try to read when I have the time.  My all time favorite book is The Other Boleyn Girl by Philippa Gregory (historical fiction of course).  Right now I am reading a book called Loving Frank by Nancy Horad.  It’s about the private life of Frank Lloyd Wright and I’m enjoying it, too.

     
Do you want to share about your family, spouse, pets or anyone else?  Single, and I have a reddish colored cocker spaniel named Cassie as a pet.  I also have a sister who lives in Los Angeles and I enjoy visiting her as much as I can.    The rest of my immediate family lives in San Antonio, TX along with my 94 year-old grandfather.  I also enjoy visiting my family and friends in San Antonio!

Membership announcement

If you are not yet a member you can become one for only $150 through February 28, 2009!  

After that the regular cost of membership cost of $175 will apply.

Remember that you can renew your membership online.  Visit our website for more information.  

http://www.wfedallas.org/calendar.shtml

 

WFE Member News



A letter from our president





Happy New Year Everyone!





Can you believe it? Not only has 2008 departed, but 


January is at a close as well. Time flies!! The Kick-Off 


event was a smashing success; tremendous turn-out, 


lots of new members, and a cozy new location. We 


kicked off the year In Style, reflecting on a wonderfully


accomplished year and looking ahead at some truly 


responsive programs in store for 2009.





In 2008 we had near record-breaking attendance, and


some very memorable programs. Carol Nichols started off the year with a presentation on “Successful Career Strategies” – and for those of you who know Carol, a banking industry icon in Dallas/Fort Worth, this was truly from the horse’s mouth. Kourtney Garrett, from the Downtown Dallas Organization gave the most informative presentation on the evolution of our city that I’ve EVER had the pleasure to see (and I’m a NATIVE). 





In one of the most significant election seasons in our nation’s history, WFE hosted Libbie Terrell Lee, President of the League of Women Voters, to discuss the political landscape shaping our state and nation. Jyl DeHaven, CEO of Green Urban Development, spoke to us on the topic of building and redeveloping environmentally responsive buildings, and Ellen Miller, presented a wonderful program on “Achieving Balance for High Achieving Women”.





Fantastic and topically-timely presentations are only one of the benefits of WFE gatherings. Our purpose (of course) is networking and building relationships – and what better way to do that than events such as the ever-popular “Extreme Networking Luncheon”, the “Three Organization Happy Hour”, and the “Duck Hunt” to give us all opportunities to network and build relationships with others in unique and relaxed settings.





The other event that so many worked so hard on in 2008 was the annual Charity Golf Tournament in March. We were all thrilled with the turnout at our new venue, Glen Eagles, and WFE donated a surprising $47,653 dollars to the Dallas Women’s Foundation. This was an astonishing amount, given the rise in costs of our having increased the size of the tournament. We’re already well on our way to the April tournament, and are very excited to be including new faces in this wonderful program. If you’re not already involved, JUMP ON IN! It’s a GREAT way to build relationships.





President’s letter continued on page 3














































































































Sincerely,


Susan Newbold





 Your Quarterly Outlook





     On October 22nd, join us for our 7th Annual Charity Golf Tournament benefiting the Dallas Women’s Foundation.  This year, Gleneagles Country Club will be our new location for this spectacular event!  To date, we have contributed over $200K to this cause that helps women and children in our local community.  Last year alone, we raised over $53K! We look forward to seeing you all there again this year!





     Then, on November 13th, join us at the Park Cities Hilton for a discussion panel on Promoting Yourself. Our latest survey revealed that the number one issue that you want to see addressed focuses on your career. This panel will also talk about how women can keep themselves marketable, what companies are looking for, and how women can evaluate their choices when making a career move.  Join us to see what you can do to not just improve your career but to improve your career image!  





     Our Annual member’s only Holiday Party will be held on December 6th! Thank you to Janette Bankston for volunteering to host the party at her house.  The event should start around 5:30pm lasting until about 8:30pm. If you are not a member yet, make sure you sign up before then so you don’t miss it! And, for the fifth consecutive year, we will be accepting new and unwrapped toys to donate to Santa’s Helpers. See you all there and have a great 4th quarter!


 





Kellie DeWhitt got married on October 4th and is now Kellie Ikard Davidson. 





Jennifer Normile accepted a new position as Private Banker at Comerica Bank.





Cindy Ausmus’ son Matt is a Captain in the Air Force and was deployed to Iraq in January.  Please keep their family in your prayers.   





Vickie Driver has accepted a partner offer to join the bankruptcy boutique law firm of Pronske & Patel, P.C.  Congratulations Vickie!





Amy White is delighted to add a new baby to her family.  Lucas Jackson White was born August 29, 2008 and weighed 8 lbs., 10 oz.





As of February 2nd, Tanya Little transitioned her employment to Hart Advisors Group, LLC, a full service real estate advisory company.





Laura Dees just passed the exam to become certified as a fraud examiner!





Linda Howard of Salmon Sims Thomas Accountants and Consultants is seeking an Audit Manager.  Contact her at 972.739.1268 for information!





Christina Kitchens just returned from her “best vacation ever” - Prague, Cesky Krumlov, Berlin, Potsdam and Hamburg…. She is refreshed and feel like she’s had a new beginning.  We’re all jealous, Christina!





Melissa Meagher, board member, recently got engaged.  Congratulations, Melissa!









































WFE’s 2009 Membership Options





Regular Membership - $175


Available from March 1st to October 31st





Early Bird Special Rate - $150


Available from November 1st - February 28th








WFE Membership Incentives





Corporate Sponsorships - $1500


Includes 4 Paid Memberships


Signage at all Lunches


Recognition in Quarterly Newsletter





Multiple Memberships


Available for businesses with Multiple Members in WFE,


Buy 3 get 1 FREE!








Recommended 


Reading 


By Gen Merritt-Parikh





    The Little Black Book of Connections: 6.5 Assets for Networking Your Way to Rich Relationships by Jeffrey Gitomer was initially recommended by Debby Hambelton with Riviera Finance.  After months of ‘getting around’ to reading it along with everything else I should be reading or am in the middle of reading, I absolutely loved it! 


     Written with humor and in fun,     people in all industries and job roles will gain from this book. Gitomer made this an easy, fun read with customized text, a built in place holder and other items to make the text more readable without losing any of the content. 


     Many of the tips are things we all know but forget to do on an ongoing basis. However, for once, this book provides an all inclusive guide for all the other books you have read. It’s just now in all one place.


     More importantly, the underlying principle in this book is how to give value to others… First. Gitomer focuses on how to seek out, create and build long lasting, strong relationships with customers, employers, peers, co-workers, friends, and family.  It’s about how to connect and how to not connect. It’s about how to make networking work for you and within your personal style.


     Hopefully, you will take the time to pick up this book and then pass it along to a friend.  I already did.


























“Take action every day - Some small dose at a time.”  ~ J. Gitomer


 





We had a fantastic kick off event on January 13th and enjoyed a wonderful new location, Mi Piaci.  We had a record turnout and ladies enjoyed food drinks and networking into the evening!


�





Join us Tuesday, February 10 at the Belo Mansion for a luncheon featuring speaker Betsy Bagly.  In her presentation, "Building On-Ramps and Off-Ramps:  Smart Strategies for Career Transitions" Betsy will be discussing non-linear careers, tips to maintaining career momentum, common pitfalls in “off-ramping” and “on-ramping” and more.  This presentation is especially exciting and relevant in today’s market.  You won’t want to miss it! RSVP by February 5th at � HYPERLINK "http://www.wfedallas.org" ��www.wfedallas.org�.  





We are Women Helping Women!  Please bring a guest!!!


Also, if you know of someone who has recently lost her job, is transitioning careers, or is looking to re-enter the workforce, this is your opportunity to help her out!  Sign up your guest and pay only the Member price of $35.00!  


�





Then, save the date for Tuesday March 10th to hear speaker Debbie Mrazak from The Sales Company speak at our March luncheon.  You can RSVP now for this and other events today at � HYPERLINK "http://www.wfedallas.org" ��www.wfedallas.org�.


 


 

















�ANNOUNCEMENT


Check out our NEW and IMPROVED WFE website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.wfedallas.org" ��www.wfedallas.org�!!


You can register, update your personal information, RSVP and renew your membership online today!  �






































Thank you to Mi Piaci 


for graciously hosting our Annual Kick off Party!  


The turnout was great and fun was had by all.











